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Pedro and Glenda Gismondi

This is a different type newsletter. Lots of wordy news. The Peru Mission Team have so much they want to share about what God did in Peru and there seems to
be no easy way to do it but just write it all in boring detail. Thank you if you read it to the end.

We also want to thank each of you who participate with us in this ministry. Regency Ministries is a faith ministry believing that God will supply for the pur-
pose for which He has for Regency and Pedro and Glenda to do.

Unique Mission Opportunity in China
October 8-20, 2006

A few months ago Pedro received a letter from the
Chairman of the Department of Rheumatology of
Johns Hopkins Medical School. As a member of the
American College of Rheumatology he had been
chosen to be part of a small group of Rheumatolo-
gists to go to China as part of a cultural exchange,
teaching and sharing with Chinese doctors in the
same spedialty. After much prayer, Pedro felt that
this is a unique mission opportunity to be used by
God to share with the other doctors as well as in
China. He will not be able to share the gospel as he
does in Peru, but seeds may be planted. There are
about 20 doctors and 10 spouses going. When Pedro
received the roster of the team members, he realized
he would be with doctors in academia, others who
head large clinics or are in research. His occupation
was listed as medical missionary. What doors will
God open? He will be restricted as to what he can
say and do other than medicine with the Chinese
doctors. He will be asked to present Rheumatology
to the Chinese doctors and they will interchange
with him as well. He is hoping that he will be able to
learn from them about alternative medicine that
they do. We ask each of you to start praying now for
this trip.
e Pray for the doctors from both countries that
there will be a good exchange.

e Pray for God to prepare the hearts of the team
and the Chinese that Pedro will be ready for any

opportunity to share what the Holy Spirit gives to
him to share..

Regency’s New Office

Through the generosity of along-time friend and friend of
Regency Ministries, we have a beautiful new office for
ministry. Itis located at 5729 NW 132nd in the Turtle
Creek Office Complex. Come by to see us!

Report of the June Peru Mission Trip

Following are some of the stories of the group’s time in
Peru: in Arequipa and Callao as well as the second part of
the trip Pedro, his brother Luis and our son Michael took
to scout the Northern part of Peru.

No Decisions for Jesus

A dear sister in the Lord asked me on return-
ing from Peru, “How many received the Lord
[while you were there]?” May be none. Yet, I
know the Lord does work in mysterious ways.
For instance, one taxi cab driver was particu-
larly receptive to a discussion of the gospel
and I was able to give him the plan of God
from the Garden of Eden to the days of eter-
nity. Then he told me that a Baptist friend of
his had been inviting him over and over to
come to his church, and he never did. But
now, he said, “I have decided that I really
want to go there and join my friend and learn
more about this matter”, and I proceeded to
guide him how to get on his knees that eve-
ning and receive this Jesus as his Lord, this
Jesus Who has a wonderful plan for him and
his family. We take every opportunity to pre-
sent Jesus.

Leaving for Peru: L to R Wesley Stringer, Sandra
Craiger,Daniel Hast,Colin Stringer,Pedro Gismondi,

Michael Gismondi, Merlynn Nelson.
F

Michael Teaching English

Team in Miraflores Arequipa

We held a daily clinic for a few days, and San-
dra Craiger, R.N., our Oklahoma nurse, saw
many patients, measured their blood glucose
and found a surprising number of diabetics
that were instructed about diet and had to be
referred for treatment. We also held English
classes in the evenings with 3 groups led by
Michael Gismondi, Merlynn Nelson and San-
dra Craiger.

Wesley and Colin Stringer as well as Daniel
Hast were very helpful in all activities. Daniel,
just as he did in 1994, had the opportunity to
help the Peruvian dentist Oscar Ojeda who
joined us. Wesley kept a good photographic
record of the trip and he and his brother Colin
joined by Daniel and by others did some chalk
art bearing Bible verses in the sidewalks of the
central park of Miraflores about %2 a block

from the church.

Daniel, Colin, Wesley Doing Chalk Art

Sandra [with me translating] gave a beautiful,
clear, very helpful presentation about nutri-
tion to the church at large during the Sunday
School hour on Sunday just before departing
for Lima.

We had meetings with youth and I was given
two whole evenings to speak to the seminary
students. What a blessing!

Impact of the Teams’ First Week

The First Baptist Church of Miraflores show-
ered us at the end of the week with gifts and
thanks. But it is always hard to measure the
impact of these mission trips on people.




Merlynn Nelson finished her report about the
trip to Peru thus, “We know that this experi-
ence was the Lord’s gift and will enrich us far
more than any impact that we had

on the people we met. So if you felt the Lord
tugging at your heart with the words, “Whom
shall I send” from Isaiah 6:8, then maybe the
answer was, “you.”” - We cannot measure the
possibility that the seed of a missionary life
has begun to grow in the heart of one or two
or even three. During a presentation of a mes-
sage linked to my testimony on a past trip to
Arequipa a young church leader stood to
commit his life to full time Christian ministry
— several others did also, perhaps a dozen.
God knows.

The Team in Cayman Arequipa

We visited the Drug Rehab Center in Cayma
which is maintained by the Baptist Church in
that district, and which was begun by Brazil-
ian Pastor Ricardo Ramos. We had a devo-
tional time [unrehearsed], held a clinic for
them, played games with them and had a
great time of fellowship. We saw young men
who would initially not look at us in the face
begin to open up and laugh and play with us.
Pastor Ramos and his wife Marilza prepared
scrumptious Brazilian meat on the grill for all
of us. The boys had the chance to go once
more the next day to spend additional time
with that group and carrying with them a
collection-gift to buy special shoes for one of
the men interned in that center.

Team Arriving at Drug Rehab Center

The Team in Socabaya
Another day we visited Manolo Armejo, a
very poor pastor of an independent Bible
church in Socabaya. In this church we also
held a clinic, checked blood glucose levels,
had a time to share the Lord with some of the
patients, and saw the extreme needs of
all kinds at this site. Manolo shares his meager
funds with a couple of young women
who were abused and came to the church
pregnant and sick. They now live in the prem-
ises and do not even have an adequate bed.
There is cardboard instead of a mattress
in one of the beds. Afterwards we took this
pastor and his family to lunch across the
street.
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Sandra Taking a Break from her Nursing Duties to
Visit the Animals at the Drug Rehab.

Callao-The Port of Lima

We met Pastor Antonio Rojas. He has the larg-
est church in Callao and began with 8 mem-
bers just a few years ago. When he was 5 years
old, he and his friend Felipe who was also five
used to shine shoes. Felipe lost his parents and
used the few coins he earned daily to support
his grandmother and his younger sister. Anto-
nio dreamed of becoming a president and
Felipe of becoming a doctor so he could help
his invalid grandmother. By and by the
friends got lost to each other. When Antonio
became a pastor he heard of a group of home-
less people which lived under a bridge. He
went to visit the group against advice because
others feared for his life. This group was
heavy into drugs and crime. Nevertheless,
when he entered the concrete structure he
could hardly breathe because of the stench. He
began to speak in a loud voice offering to
bring help in the name of the Lord Jesus. A
dirty red-eyed bearded man began to call from
the back, “I know you!”, and continued to
repeat this, and finally called Antonio by his
childhood name, a name only his close family
knew, and Antonio suddenly realized that this
filthy man was his friend Felipe. There is no
room to tell the rest of this very moving story.
But this was the beginning of his work among
abandoned and poor children by Pastor Anto-
nio. We are praying about taking a team in
June-July 2007.
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Pastor Rojas in Callao at Breakfast for the Team-
Pedro Looks at the Delicious Peruvian Bread

“Posada” in Cieneguilla

Posada de Amor Orphanage looks beautiful.
There are now one or two other churches help-
ing this orphanage. A three story building on
the lot which used to be empty, is almost
completed. The freezer which the Metropoli-
tan Vacation Bible School children bought a
number of years ago is still working and do-
ing good service. There are now many more
sewing machines in addition of those we took
in the past. Henry and the other children we
knew come to visit Posada but they are em-

ob%dand are all doing quite well.

Merlynn gets a Hug at Posada

Etc, Etc.

After the team left, Michael my son, my
brother, Luis, who is fast becoming our associ-
ate missionary in Peru, went to several places
in the North of the country. We met a pastor in
a farm of Cajamarca. The area is called Porcon
and is famous in Peru because it is the most
successful cooperative and is run by a group
of Christians.

Pedro with the Little Pastor

This pastor needs help in discipleship and in
instruction to him and about 40 or 50 pastors
of small churches in his area. This work is
growing faster than workers can be provided.

The most exiting thing to me was to meet a
man who is a theologian, calls himself a Bibli-
cal Psychologist and is teaching and preaching
in Catholic schools in Cajamarca and Chi-
clayo.




Michael waits for a partner to take a tour of Porcon
Co-op the Easy Way.

The Catholic university in Cajamarca had a
very high rate of suicide among the students

and the man who by then was becoming
known in the area was invited to come to see
what kind of help he could offer. His wonder-
ful approach is to show the students exactly
where they are in their current lives and
paints a picture of their desperate situation.
Next he gives them a diagnosis explaining the
etiology or the origin of such state of things. He
may tell them for instance that a “root of bit-
terness” remains in their hearts and is eating
at them with hate and/or lack of forgiveness.
Then he presents to them God’s answer to
their dilemma and finally invites them to ac-
cept this answer provided by God's gracious
gift of His son Jesus. He actually invites the
groups of students to stand and make a deci-
sion or commitment, and his story is that
many do just that and also that the rate of sui-
cide has plummeted. He is now doing the
same in a High School in Chiclayo.

I am going to send to him a copy of the Span-
ish translation of Scope’s Be Transformed.

Father Joe

I also met “father Joe”, an Oklahoma priest
who does wonderful social work in Piura and
I am looking forward to becoming better ac-
quainted with him. There is a Bible study go-
ing on in the basement of his church that
brought to mind the wonderful fellowship
around the Scripture that I had with a Catholic
seminarian while at Bible Study Fellowship
here in Oklahoma City in years past. We al-
ways agreed about the meaning of the Bible
passages we studied. It reminds me of a
brother in the First Baptist Church of Miraflo-
res who wanted to know if it was OK to drink
wine. So, I referred the question to the pastor
every time, but he came back again with
“What about the wine?”

I keep thinking that in heaven we will be side
by side with Pentecostals, Presbyterians,
Catholics, and even a few Seventh Day out-
liers, just praising the Lord together! Amen!

Each age group sang in church on Family Day. Man
on the left, a new believer, is the wine question man.

Personal News

Our oldest son, Mark and wife Tammy were
expecting our first grandchild but the preg-
nancy miscarried. Continue to pray for them
and all of us in this loss. Mark’s book was
accepted for publication.

Michael, our second son has returned from 2
1/2 years of teaching English in Thailand. In
September he will be leaving for Japan for a
year of teaching.

Matt, our youngest, was transferred from At-
lanta to Chicago. He loves living there.

For the first time in almost 2 years all 4 of our
children were here for a visit together. What a
glorious time for us.

Tammy, Mark, Michael, Matthew

Pedro has fully recovered from his prostate
surgery. Thank you for your prayers.

Glenda has had a problem with her vision in
left eye. It comes and goes but is not resolving.
She is in the process of a complete work-up
with a cardiologist and neurologist and a
neuroophthalmologist. It is possible that it is
no more than an ocular (painless) migraine or
an elusive auto immune problem. Other than
extreme fatigue and blurriness she has no
problems with this. She has postponed her
knee replacement surgery for now.

Regency Ministry News

God always knows what His plan is. We were

so sure when we began Regency that we knew
exactly what that was. In the last year God has
continued to close some of those doors and

open new ones. Our local ministry is going in
a much different direction than we thought.
We are continuing to pray that we will be His
vessels and only do what He calls us to do.

Patient Advocate: Pedro is available for con-
sultation on health problems. Due to cost of
premiums he has no malpractice insurance.
For this reason he will usually not treat [ex-
cept acute illness for those without

insurance] and will not do tests, but is willing
to review medical records and test results, and
help the patient make decisions. If he does not
have the answer, he will research or talk to
doctors who do know. In some cases he

even goes with the patient to see the doctor
they need. If you or someone you know has
questions you would like to discuss with him,
call 722.2996 and leave a message. He will
make an appointment to meet in the new of-
fice.

Counseling A second part of this is as a coun-
selor both in spiritual and emotional needs.
He is meeting with a number of people but
due to confidentiality he cannot share that
here. Again if you or someone you know just
wants to have an ear, let him know.

Service Pedro will be “preaching” at the His-
panic church at Olivet on Sunday August
20th.

Sharing Pedro and Glenda continue to share
about the work in Peru which is ongoing. If
your church or Sunday School class or Bible
Study group would like us to share about
Peru, please contact us. There is an invitation
to return to Peru in late June or early July 2007
to work with street kids in Callao and

also do medical clinics for people in the area.
Contact us by email if you want to learn more.
We will make a decision in early 2007. Each
member of the 2006 Team is asking to return.

Outreach We are still praying about English as
a Second Language with internationals here in
Oklahoma City. We have some contacts but
none of them have committed.

Plans are being made for Glenda to have a
Bible Study with a group of ladies. Pedro also
plans to continue his study with a group of
men.

Personal Study. We have been reading together
each day for several years Oswald Chambers’[ My
Utmost for His Highest”. Oswald Chambers has con-
tinued to challenge us to remember that ministry is
not about doing but about being. It is not about tell-
ing God I want to do this or that, or seeing a need
and thinking I must do that, but that ministry is
about being so united with Him that whatever He
puts before us for each day is what He wants to do
through us. This brings such peace.




